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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the ^plication: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A mastw cylinder fojf a hydraulically actuated clutch 
or brake system in a motor vehicle, comprising: 
a housing; 

a piston axially moveably arranged in said housing; and 
a piston rod having a ball-shaped head and connected to said piston, 
wherein said piston comprises a piston shaft sleeve and first and second support 
elements forming a spherical socket supporting s^d ball-shaped head so that the spherical socket 
and said ball-shaped head form a ball joint, said first and second support elements being 
supported by said piston shaft sleeve against forces introduced by said piston rod such that said 
piston and said piston rod are connected to each other essentially without play and are swivelable 
relative to each other at the ball joint, said first support element comprising a hemispherical shell 
enclosing one half of said ball-shaped head which faces away fix)m said piston rod, said second 
support element comprising a spherical-segment-shaped ring defining an opening through which 
said piston rod passes, and supporting the other half of said ball-shaped head, wherein said 
second support element includes a support sleeve and said spherical-se gment-shaped ring is 
formed on said support sleeve . 
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2. (currently amended) The masi€fr cylinder of claim 1, wherein the piston 
shaft sleeve comprises a closed bottom, said first support element being supported axially 
against said closed bottom of said piston shaft sleeve, 

3. (canceled) 

4. (currently amended) The «»stw cylinder of claim 1, wherein said second 
support element is secured axially at one end of the piston shaft sleeve by a latching connection. 

5. (currently amended) The fflastef cylinder of claim 1, wherein one end of 
said piston shaft sleeve includes a collar and said second support element is secured axially at the 
one end of the piston shaft sleeve by said collar on said piston shaft sleeve. 

6. (currently amended) The master cylinder of claim 1, wherein said second 
support element has a contact surface contactable by said piston rod for limiting the swiveling 
movement of said piston rod at said ball joint. 

7. (currently amended) A Tho moot e r cylinder of claim 1 for a hvdraulicallv 
achiated clutch or brake svstem in a motor vehi cle, comprising: 

a housing: 

a piston axially mo veablv arranged in said housing: and 

a piston rod having a ball-shaped head and connected to said piston. 
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wherein said piston comprises a piston shaft sleeve and first and second support 
elements forming a spherical socket supporting said ball-shaped head so that the spherical socket 
and said ball-shaped head form a ball loint said first and second support elements being 
supported bv said piston shaft sleeve against forces introduced bv said piston rod such that said 
piston and said piston rod are connected to each other essentially with out plav and are swivelable 
relative to each other at the ball joints said first support elanent comprising a h emispherical shell 
enclosing one half of said ball-shaned head which faces awav firom said pisto n rod, said second 
su pport element comprising a sphericaUsegment-shaned ring defining an opming through which 
said piston rod passes, and supporting the other half of said ball-shaped hcad> wherein said 
second support element has at least one axial slot proxfanate said spherical-segment-shaped ring, 
said H»a$t« cylinder further comprismg a take-up ring at least partially sunounding said 
spherical-segment-shapcd ring and preventing radial expansion of said spherical-segment-shaped 
ring, 

8. (currently amended) The cylinder of Cylind e r aooording to claim 7, 
wherein said first and second support elements comprise confixjntingly opposed ends, wherein 
said take-up ring is a common take-up ring surrounding both of said confirontingly opposed ends. 

9. (currently amended) The mastof cylinder of claim 8, further comprising a 
latching connection between said take-up ring and each of said first and second support elements 
for retaining said first and second support element and said piston rod as a structural unit 
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10. (currently amended) The H»stef cylinder of claim 7, further comprising a 
latching connection between said take-up ring and said second support element. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A Tho mooter cylinder of claim 1 for a hvdraulicallv 
actuated clutch or brake system in a motor veh icle, comorisine: 

a housing: 

a piston axiallv moveablv arranged in said housing: and 
a piston tod having a ball-shaned head and connected to said piston, 
wherein said piston comprises a piston shaft sleeve and first and s econd support 
elements forming a spherical socket supporting said ball-sha ned head so that the spherical socket 
and said ball-shaped head form a ball joint said first a nd second support elements being 
su pported bv said piston shaft sleeve against forces introduced bv sa id piston rod such that said 
piston and said piston rod are connected to each other essentia lly without plav and are swivelable 
relative to each other at the ball joint, said first sup port element comprising a hemispherical shell 
enclosing one half of said ball-shaped head which faces awav fr om said piston rod, said second 
support element comprising a spherical-segment- shaned ring defining an opening through which 
said piston rod passes, and supporting the other half of said ball -shaned head, wherein said first 
support element includes a ring-shaped web proximate said hemispherical shell which receives 
an area of said second support element proximate the spherical-segment-sh^ed ring, said ring- 
shaped web preventing radial expansion of said area of said second support element. 

12, (currently amended) The moB^ cylinder of claim 11, wherein said ring 
shaped web holds the area of said second support element by a latching connection. 
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13. (currently amended) The mogtor cylinder of claim 1 , wherein said first and 
second support elements form a support frame for ssud piston shaft sleeve. 

14. (currently amended) The sMStef cylinder of claim 13, wherein said piston 
shaft sleeve is a thin-walled part that is deep-drawn from a metal material* 

15. (currently amended) The mas^ cylinder of claim 1, wherein said piston 
shaft sleeve is a thin-walled part that is deq[>-drawn from a metal material. 

16. (new) The cylinder of claim 7, wherein said first and second support 
elements form a support frame for said piston shaft sleeve. 

17. (new) The cylinder of claim 11, wherein said first and second support 
elements form a support frame for said piston shaft sleeve. 

18. (new) The cylinder of claim.7, wherein said piston shaft sleeve is a thin- 
walled part that is deep-drawn from a metal material. 

19. (new) The cylinder of claim 1 1, wherein said piston shaft sleeve is a thin- 
walled part that is deep-drawn from a metal material. 
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